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Teacher Overview

· Students will research a number of websites provided on the invasion of Normandy June 6, 1944. Students will work in groups of two and create a timeline on the events leading up to D-Day, the invasion, and the breakout of Normandy. Each Student will have to write and present a two to three page paper on why the invasion was so important for the Allies victory. Students may also use other materials and books. 
· 12th grade United States History.
· 8.3.12 D. Identify and evaluate the conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in U.S. history from 1890 to the present.
Introduction

· To defeat the Axis powers during World War II the Allied powers knew they needed to start a second front in Europe. To do this the Allies had to come up with a plan to cross the English Channel and defeat the German garrisons in occupied France. After more than a year of planning, the Allies finally invaded France on June 6, 1944. The day would forever be known as D-Day. They landed in Normandy, France in the early morning. Over one half million men were used to plan out and execute the invasion. The Allies suffered more then 3,900 dead and over 5,000 wounded. 
· Each group will research the websites and other materials to pick out the major events leading up to the D-Day invasion.

· Each group will have one researcher and one recorder.

· The students will create the timeline on a Word document.
· Using the information from their research, each student will write their own two to three page paper on why they believe the D-Day invasion was so important to the Allies victory.

Investigation

Research the websites that are provided for you. Make sure to note where you located the information that you used. 
· http://normandy.eb.com/
This site describes the buildup for D-Day, the invasion, and the breakout into northern France. The site also includes a history behind the movie “Saving Private Ryan”. 

· http://www.isidore-of-seville.com/d-day/2.html
"D-Day on the Web" includes a wide array of topics on D-Day from the planning and preparation to the use of air power and naval support during the invasion. The site also includes personal accounts from veterans. 

· http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dday
This PBS web-site includes letters from the front and a glimpse into the experiences of paratroopers during the invasion. 

· http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/0206/
This National Geographic interactive web-site provides a selection of oral histories on D-Day. 

· http://www.americandday.org
This web-site provides excellent photos of Normandy.

· National D-Day Memorial (Bedford, Virginia) 

· http://www.historyplace.com/index.html 

· After you are finished investigating your group should have an understanding of the main points that you will need for your time line.
· You should review the information you have and check to see if more information is needed.  

Gathering & Sorting

· Students may research additional websites and materials related to the topic. If you find any information related to the topic make sure you document it.
· You may use any books related to the topic.

· Check in the school library or The Free Library of Philadelphia. 

· http://www.library.phila.gov/       
· Suggested books: 

· Band of Brothers by Stephen E. Ambrose.
· The Greatest Generation by Tom Brokaw.
· D-Day: June 6, 1944: The Climatic Battle of World War II by Stephen E. Ambrose.
· Omaha Beach: D-Day, June 6, 1944 by Joseph Balkoski.                                                    
· Suggested search engines:
· http://www.google.com
· http://www.amazon.com
· Students may also interview someone who was alive at this time and has an understanding of the topic. 
· Students can also find additional information at:
· http://www.history.com/minisites/dearhome : Research letters from World War II.
· http://www.war-letters.com/ : Primary source documents from World War II.

The Portfolio

· Review all the information you have researched.

· References:

Ambrose, S. E. (1992). Band of Brothers. New York: Simon and Schuster.
Ambrose, S. E. (1995). D-Day: June 6, 1944: The Climatic Battle of World War II. New      

York: Touchstone.

Balkoski, J. (2004). Omaha Beach: D-Day, June 6, 1944. Mechanicsburg: Stackpole 

Books.

Brokaw, T. (1998). The Greatest Generation. New York: Random House.

· If students need to add information from a source that is not listed, please document where you located the information and place it in the portfolio. 
Sharing
· Make sure that the timeline has all the major events that you have researched. You can also include minor events to help fill in spaces between the major events.
· For your paper and presentation make sure you have enough information to back up why you believe the invasion helped the Allies, so the other students know why you feel this way. 
Evaluation
· Rubric
	 
	Proficient 5 Points
	Competent 3 Points
	Basic 1 Point

	Understands the Assignment

	Uses the information provided. Uses other sources and materials. Can distinguish between main events and minor events in the timeline. Has a full understanding of the information that was researched.
	Uses the information provided. Includes other research materials such as, books, letters, interviews, other sources. Understands the information that was researched. 
	Uses the information that is provided. Has some understanding of the information that was researched.

	Grammar
	All work is word processed and free from error.
	Very few grammar errors. (two-three).
	Multiple grammar errors. (Four or More).

	Creativity
	Student has backed up conclusions with detailed information that the student fully understands.
	Student may back up conclusions, but still does not demonstrate understanding of the information.
	Student does not use research to back up their conclusions. 

	Process Originality

	The ideas expressed by the body of work demonstrate a high degree of originality.

	The ideas expressed by the body of work are mostly original.
	There were no original ideas expressed in this project.



Grade _____/20 Points
	Name of Student
	Understands Assignment
	Grammar
	Creativity
	Process Originality

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


